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Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

1  Inception   The establishment or starting point of an
  institution or activity 

From its inception, the novel
  was destined to become a literary classic, its themes resonating deeply with

  the zeitgeist of the era.
 ORIGIN 

2  Adulation   Excessive admiration or praise 
The

  adulation he received from his admirers was both flattering and overwhelming,
  as he struggled to reconcile his public persona with his private self.

 FLATTERY 

3  Advance   Move forwards in a purposeful way 
The relentless advance of

  technology has prompted a reevaluation of traditional literary forms, with
  digital storytelling emerging as a formidable genre.

 PROGRESS 

4  Genius   Exceptional intellectual or creative power
  or other natural ability 

His
  genius lay not in complex plots but in his ability to capture the raw

  emotions of everyday life.
 A PERSON WITH UNCOMMON INTELLECT

5  Genuine   Truly what something is said to be  authentic 
His genuine concern for her

  well-being was evident in the thoughtful gestures and words of encouragement
  he offered during her time of need.

 ORIGINAL 

6  Nefarious   Wicked or criminal 
The

  villain’s nefarious schemes were gradually unravelled by the determined
  protagonist.

 WICKED 

7  Flutter   To move lightly or quickly 
The flutter of the butterfly's

  wings seemed almost poetic, a delicate reminder of nature's fragility and
  beauty.

 FLURRY 

8  Onus   Something that is one's duty or
  responsibility 

The
  onus of preserving literary traditions falls upon scholars, who must ensure

  that the works of the past remain accessible to future generations.
 RESPONSIBILITY 

9  Diffident   Modest or shy because of a lack of self
  confidence 

Though diffident in nature, his
  writing carried an intensity that captivated readers.  TIMID 

10  Erudite   Having or showing great knowledge or
  learning 

His
  erudite analysis of 19th-century poetry displayed a depth of knowledge that

  few could rival.
 SCHOLARLY 
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Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

11  Demented   Behaving irrationally due to anger,
  distress, or excitement 

The demented ramblings of the
  old man were dismissed as the ravings of a troubled mind, though some

  suspected a deeper truth hidden within his words.
 IDIOTIC 

12  Mundane   Lacking interest or excitement 
The

  novel transforms the mundane details of everyday life into profound
  reflections on the human condition.

 ORDINARY

13  Impenetrable   Not allowing anything to pass through 
The philosopher’s writings,

  though profoundly insightful, remained impenetrable to the average reader,
  shrouded in layers of abstract reasoning and intricate metaphors.

INSCRUTABLE

14  Credible   Able to be believed  The
  author’s thesis was well-argued, supported by a wealth of credible sources.  BELIEVABLE 

15  Elastic 
 Able to resume its normal shape

  spontaneously after being stretched or
compressed 

The novel’s elastic narrative
  structure allowed it to shift between past and present seamlessly.  FLEXIBLE

16  Prophylactic   Intended to prevent disease 
Literature

  often serves a prophylactic function, warning society of the dangers of moral
  decay.

 PREVENTIVE 

17  Grumble 
 Complain about something in a bad

tempered
  way 

The ageing novelist would often
  grumble about how literature had lost its artistic integrity in pursuit of

  commercial success.
 COMPLAIN 

18  Behaviour   The way in which one acts or conducts
  oneself, especially towards others 

The
  erratic behaviour of the protagonist mirrors his internal turmoil and moral

  dilemmas.
 CONDUCT

19  Lurid 
 Presented in vividly shocking or

sensational
  terms 

The tabloid press revelled in
  lurid accounts of the scandal, distorting facts to sensationalise an already

  tragic affair.
 SHOCKING 

20  Temerity   Excessive confidence or boldness 
Few

  had the temerity to challenge the literary establishment as boldly as she
  did.

 AUDACITY 

+ 9 1  7 9 7 7 0  4 1 8 7 4 |  P A G E  0 3



Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

21  Convalescence   Time spent recovering from an illness or
  medical treatment 

During his long convalescence,
  he wrote letters that later became the foundation of his memoir.  RECOVER

22  Persevere   Continue in a course of action even in the
  face of difficulty or with little or no indication of success 

To
  persevere in literary studies requires both patience and an insatiable

  curiosity.
 PERSIST

23  Admonition   A firm warning or reprimand 
The professor’s gentle

  admonition reminded students that brilliance alone cannot excuse a lack of
  discipline.

 WARNING 

24  Laconic   Using very few words 

His
  laconic reply, though brief, carried a weight of meaning that left his

  interlocutors pondering its implications long after the conversation had
  ended.

 CONCISE 

25  Peruse   Read (something), typically in a thorough or
  careful way 

He spent hours perusing ancient
  texts in search of a single obscure reference.  EXAMINE 

26  Priority   The fact or condition of being regarded or
  treated as more important than others 

In
  the hierarchy of needs, the priority was clear: survival took precedence over

  all other considerations, no matter how noble.
 PRECEDENCE

27  Dangerous   Able or likely to cause harm or injury  The novel’s dangerous ideas led
  to its banning in several conservative societies.  HAZARDOUS 

28  Exorbitant   Unreasonably high (of a price or amount
  charged) 

The
  exorbitant price of the first edition made it inaccessible to all but the

  wealthiest collectors.
 EXCESSIVE 

29  Bifurcated   Divide into two 
The story’s bifurcated structure

  presents two perspectives of the same historical event, challenging the
  reader’s perception of truth.

 DIVIDED INTO TWO 

30  Paradox 

 A seemingly absurd or contradictory
  statement or proposition which when investigated may prove to

be well founded
  or true 

The
  paradox of his existence—a man who preached simplicity yet lived in

  opulence—left his followers in a state of moral confusion.
 PUZZLE 
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31  Fidelity   Faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief,
  demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support 

The fidelity with which the
  artist reproduced the landscape was remarkable, capturing every nuance of

  light and shadow with breathtaking precision.
 LOYALTY

32  Ascription   The attribution of something to a cause 
The

  ascription of the play to an unknown author challenged long-held assumptions
  about its origins.

 ATTRIBUTION 

33  Salacious   Having or conveying undue or indecent
  interest in sexual matters 

The salacious rumors surrounding
  the poet’s private life often overshadowed discussions of his literary

  genius.
 LUSTFUL 

34  Ostracise   Exclude from a society or group 
The

  radical writer was ostracised by the literary establishment for his
  unorthodox views.

 BANISH 

35  Perquisite   A benefit which one enjoys or is entitled to
  on account of one's job or position 

One perquisite of being a
  successful writer is the opportunity to travel the world on book tours.  PRIVILEGE

36  Magnificient   Extremely beautiful, elaborate, or
  impressive 

The
  magnificent descriptions of nature in the novel serve as a metaphor for the

  protagonist’s evolving state of mind.
 SPLENDID 

37  Innocuous   Not harmful or offensive  What seemed an innocuous fairy
  tale at first soon revealed itself as a biting social critique.  HARMLESS 

38  Colossal   Extremely large or great 
The

  colossal statue, towering over the city, was a symbol of the nation's
  strength and ambition.

 GIGANTIC 

39  Greet   Give a polite word of recognition or sign of
  welcome when meeting (someone) 

The aging poet, long forgotten
  by the literary world, was moved to tears when his admirers rose to greet him

  at the symposium.
 WELCOME

40  Momentous   Of great importance or significance,
  especially in having a bearing on future events 

The
  momentous decision to declare independence was met with both jubilation and

  trepidation, as the nation stood on the precipice of a new era.
 IMPORTANT 
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Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

41  Obstinate   Very difficult to change or overcome 
His obstinate refusal to

  consider alternative viewpoints stifled any hope of reaching a compromise,
  leaving the negotiations at an impasse.

 STUBBORN 

42  Subjugate   Bring under domination or control,
  especially by conquest 

The
  novel explores how oppressive regimes subjugate the voices of dissent,

  silencing creative expression.
 CONQUER 

43  Impost   A compulsory payment to the government 
The sudden impost of heavy

  taxation led to widespread unrest and became the subject of many historical
  novels.

 TAX 

44  Adorn   Make more beautiful or attractive 
The

  book’s cover was adorned with intricate illustrations reminiscent of medieval
  manuscripts.

 BEAUTIFY 

45  Foreboding   A feeling that something bad will
  happen 

A sense of foreboding pervades
  the opening chapter, foreshadowing the tragedy to come.  PREMONITION

46  Demonstrate   Clearly show the existence or truth of
  (something) by giving proof or evidence 

The
  lecturer sought to demonstrate the relevance of classical philosophy in

  modern society.
 SHOW

47  Pacify   Quell the anger, agitation, or excitement
  of 

The diplomat sought to pacify
  tensions between the rival factions through careful negotiation.  CALMDOWN 

48  Pretend   Not really what it is represented as
  being 

The
  protagonist’s attempt to pretend indifference only heightens the reader’s

  awareness of his deep emotional turmoil.
 FEIGN 

49  Dubious   Not to be relied upon 
The dubious origins of the

  artefact cast a shadow over its authenticity, prompting scholars to
  re-examine its provenance.

 DOUBTFUL 

50  Repartee   Conversation or speech characterized by
  quick, witty comments or replies 

The
  novel’s dialogue sparkles with wit and repartee, reminiscent of the sharp

  exchanges found in Restoration comedy.
 BANTER
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51  Mimic 
 Imitate (copy someone or their actions or
  words), especially in order to entertain or

ridicule 

The young poet sought to mimic
  the cadence of Shakespearean verse, though his work lacked its depth.  COPY

52  Ceremonial   Conferring or involving only nominal
  authority or power 

The
  ceremonial robes, adorned with intricate embroidery and symbols of power,

  were worn only on the most significant occasions.
 FORMAL 

53  Flabbergasted   Surprise (someone) greatly 
The audience was flabbergasted

  by the magician's final trick, which defied all logic and left them
  questioning the nature of reality.

 DUMBFOUNDED 

54  Repose   A state of rest, sleep, or tranquility  The
  poet sought repose in the tranquillity of nature.  REST 

55  Controvert   To argue (with someone)  He sought to controvert the
  prevailing belief that literature should be devoid of political engagement.  CONTRADICT 

56  Cease   Come or bring to an end 

The
  poet’s evocative verses urged humanity to cease its relentless pursuit of

  material wealth, advocating instead for a life of introspection and artistic
  fulfilment.

 STOP 

57  Virulent   Extremely severe or harmful in its effects
  (of a disease or poison) 

The virulent attacks on the
  novel only heightened public interest in its themes.  DEADLY 

58  Desperation   A state of despair, typically one which
  results in rash or extreme behaviour 

The
  protagonist’s desperation leads him to make choices that ultimately seal his

  tragic fate.
 HOPELESSNESS

59  Prudent   Acting with or showing care and thought for
  the future 

It would be prudent to consider
  the potential consequences before implementing such a radical change, lest it

  lead to unintended repercussions.
 CAUTIOUS 

60  Solitary   Done or existing alone 
The

  solitary writer, lost in thought, seemed to exist in a world entirely
  separate from his surroundings.

 LONELY 
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61  Abandon   Cease to support or look after
  (someone) 

Torn between duty and desire,
  she made the heart-wrenching decision to abandon her privileged life in

  pursuit of artistic freedom.
 FORSAKE 

62  Genuine   Truly what something is said to be 
Her

  genuine smile, warm and unforced, had the power to put even the most anxious
  person at ease.

 AUTHENTIC 

63  Salient   Most noticeable or important 
One of the most salient features

  of the novel is its masterful use of allegory to critique contemporary
  society.

 PROMINENT 

64  Frugal   Sparing or economical as regards money or
  food 

The
  frugal poet lived modestly, dedicating his life to literature.  ECONOMICAL 

65  Disaster   A sudden accident or a natural catastrophe
  that causes great damage or loss of life 

The premature release of the
  unfinished novel proved to be a critical disaster.  MISFORTUNE

66  Peril   Serious and immediate danger 
The

  peril of censorship loomed over the writer as he drafted his politically
  charged novel.

 DANGER 

67  Honest   Free of deceit  His honest critique of the
  novel, though harsh, was instrumental in shaping it into a masterpiece.  UPRIGHT 

68  Decay   The state or process of rotting or
  decomposition 

The
  gradual decay of the grand estate serves as a powerful allegory for the

  disintegration of aristocratic privilege in the face of social change.
 DECOMPOSE 

69  Adverse   Preventing success or development Adverse criticism of his work
  only strengthened his resolve to refine his craft.  UNFAVOURABLE 

70  Herald   Be a sign that (something) is about to
  happen 

The
  first rays of dawn heralded the beginning of a new day, filling the sky with

  hues of pink and gold.
 CLAPPED 
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Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

71  Gather   Come together  Scholars from around the world
  gather each year to debate the true meaning of the enigmatic text.  CONGREGATE

72  Novice   A person new to and inexperienced in a job
  or situation 

As
  a novice writer, he struggled to find his unique voice amidst literary

  giants.
 BEGINNER 

73  Absolve   Declare (someone) free from guilt,
  obligation, or punishment 

The protagonist’s final
  confession does not absolve him of his past sins but rather underscores his

  moral ambiguity.
 ACQUIT 

74  Daring   Adventurous or audaciously bold 
The

  novelist’s daring exploration of controversial themes set her work apart from
  her contemporaries.

 COURAGEOUS 

75  Concealed   Kept secret  The author cleverly concealed
  autobiographical elements within the novel, leaving critics to speculate.  HIDDEN 

76  Logical   According to the rules of logic or formal
  argument 

A
  logical progression of ideas is essential to crafting a compelling literary

  argument.
 RATIONAL 

77  Torpid   Mentally or physically inactive 
The torpid atmosphere of the

  library was punctuated only by the occasional rustle of pages, as students
  immersed themselves in their studies.

 INACTIVE 

78  Guile   Sly or cunning intelligence  The
  antagonist’s guile allowed him to manipulate even the most astute characters.  CUNNING 

79  Obnoxious   Extremely unpleasant 
His obnoxious behaviour at the

  gala, marked by incessant boasting and rude interruptions, alienated even his
  most loyal acquaintances.

 DISGUSTING 

80  Confidential   Intended to be kept secret 
The

  novelist’s letters, once confidential, revealed the struggles behind his most
  celebrated works.

 SECRET 

+ 9 1  7 9 7 7 0  4 1 8 7 4 |  P A G E  0 9



Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

81  Perspicuous   Clearly expressed and easily understood  Her perspicuous writing style
  made even the most complex ideas accessible.  PRECISE 

82  Enliven   Make (something) more entertaining,
  interesting, or appealing 

The
  vibrant colours of the mural served to enliven the otherwise drab courtyard,

  transforming it into a space of inspiration and joy.
 CHEER 

83  Advocate  A person who publicly supports
  or recommends a particular cause or policy 

She was an outspoken advocate
  for literary inclusivity, championing works from historically marginalised

  voices.
 SUPPORT

84  Impetuous   Acting or done quickly and without thought
  or care 

His
  impetuous decision to publish the manuscript without verifying its

  authenticity resulted in a scholarly scandal.
 HASTY 

85  Demise   A person's death  The tragic demise of the
  protagonist serves as a cautionary tale on the perils of unchecked ambition.  DEATH 

86  Culmination   The highest or climactic point of something,
  especially as attained after a long time 

The
  story’s climax is a culmination of the protagonist’s inner conflict and

  external struggles.
 CLIMAX

87  Rivalled 
 A person who is competing for the same

  object or goal as another, or who tries to equal
or outdo another 

The brilliance of the young
  playwright rivalled that of the most celebrated dramatists of his time.  COMPETED

88  Delineate   Describe or portray (something)
  precisely 

The
  author took great care to delineate the complexities of the protagonist's

  psyche, creating a character of remarkable depth and authenticity.
 EXPLAIN 

89  Fabulous   Extraordinary, especially extraordinarily
  large 

The novel blends fabulous myths
  with historical realism, creating a rich tapestry of storytelling.  CHARMING 

90  Commotion   A state of confused and noisy
  disturbance 

The
  controversial novel caused a great commotion in literary circles.  DISTURBANCE 
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91  Paucity   The presence of something in only small or
  insufficient quantities or amounts 

The paucity of primary sources
  posed a challenge for the historian attempting to reconstruct events from the

  period.
 SHORTAGE

92  Prodigal   Spending money or using resources freely and
  recklessly 

Despite
  his prodigal lifestyle, the poet managed to produce some of the most profound

  verses of his time.
 WASTEFUL 

93  Compassionate   Feeling or showing sympathy and concern for
  others 

His compassionate nature was
  evident in the way he mentored struggling students, offering both academic

  guidance and emotional support.
 SYMPATHETIC 

94  Freelance   Earning one's living 
As

  a freelance writer, she enjoyed the freedom to choose her projects, though
  the unpredictability of income was a constant source of anxiety.

 SELF-EMPLOYED 

95  Surmount   Overcome (a difficulty or obstacle)  The protagonist’s ability to
  surmount numerous hardships highlights the novel’s theme of resilience.  OVERCOME 

96  Fetch   Go for and then bring back (someone or
  something) for someone 

The
  servant was sent to fetch a rare manuscript from the archives, unaware of its

  true significance.
 BRING 

97  Trimming   Small pieces trimmed off something  The poet spent hours trimming
  unnecessary words from his verses to achieve the perfect cadence.  CUTTING 

98  Garnish   Decorate or embellish (something, especially
  food) 

The
  chef chose to garnish the dish with a sprig of fresh herbs, adding both

  visual appeal and a burst of flavour to the culinary masterpiece.
 ADORN 

99  Blunder   A stupid or careless mistake 
His critical blunder in

  misinterpreting the novel’s central theme led to a lively debate among his
  peers.

 MISTAKE 

100  Redeem   Compensate for 
The

  final act of the play sees the tragic hero struggle to redeem himself, though
  fate has other plans.

 SAVE 
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101  Consensus   A general agreement  The critical consensus was that
  the novel redefined contemporary storytelling techniques.  UNANIMITY 

102  Obscene   Offensive or disgusting by accepted
  standards of morality and decency     INDECENT 

103  Meticulous   Showing great attention to detail  His meticulous attention to
  detail made his translations exceptionally precise.  METHODICAL 

104  Deliberately   Consciously and intentionally 
He

  deliberately left the novel’s ending ambiguous, inviting multiple
  interpretations.

 INTENTIONALLY 

105  Propinquity   The state of being close to someone or
  something 

The propinquity of their
  intellectual temperaments led to a fruitful literary collaboration.  NEARNESS 

106  Fictitious   Not real or true
The

  novelist masterfully blurred the line between historical fact and fictitious
  embellishment.

 FALSE 

107  Slither   Move smoothly over a surface 
The snake began to slither

  silently through the undergrowth, its movements almost imperceptible as it
  sought its prey.

 SLIDE 

108  Preponderance   The quality or fact of being greater in
  number, quantity, or importance 

A
  preponderance of evidence supports the claim that Shakespeare borrowed

  heavily from earlier sources.
 DOMINANCE

109  Promiscuous   Casual  The poet’s promiscuous lifestyle
  was as infamous as his groundbreaking verse.  INDISCRIMINATE 

110  Fortify   Provide (a place) with defensive works as
  protection against attack 

The
  government introduced policies to fortify the economy against future

  financial crises.
 STRENGTHEN 
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111  Mercy 
 Compassion or forgiveness shown towards

  someone whom it is within one's power to punish or
harm 

The tragic hero pleaded for
  mercy, but fate had already sealed his doom.  SYMPATHY

112  Derision   Contemptuous ridicule or mockery 
His

  avant-garde poetry was initially met with derision but later recognised for
  its innovation.

 RIDICULE 

113  Ingenuous   Innocent and unsuspecting 
Her ingenuous belief in the

  inherent goodness of humanity was sorely tested by the harsh realities of
  war.

 INNOCENT 

114  Kiosk   A small open fronted hut or cubicle from
  which newspapers, refreshments, tickets, etc. are sold 

The
  old bookseller’s kiosk, tucked away in a forgotten alley, held literary

  treasures waiting to be rediscovered.
 STORE

115  Wholesome   Conducive to or suggestive of good health
  and physical well being 

The novel’s portrayal of family
  life, though seemingly wholesome, subtly critiques the oppressive norms

  underpinning domesticity.
 SOUND 

116  Erroneously   In a wrong 
The

  historian erroneously attributed the quote to the wrong author, a mistake
  that was later corrected by meticulous research.

 WRONGLY 

117  Proposition   A suggested scheme or plan of action,
  especially in a business context 

His bold proposition—that
  literature could alter the course of history—was met with both skepticism and

  intrigue.
 PROPOSAL

118  Insolent   Showing a rude and arrogant lack of
  respect 

His
  insolent disregard for literary conventions shocked traditionalists but

  delighted avant-garde critics.
 DISRESPECTFUL 

119  Emulate   Reproduce the function or action of  Many young poets strive to
  emulate the lyrical brilliance of their literary idols.  SIMULATE 

120  Solicit   Ask for or try to obtain (something) from
  someone 

The
  young poet sought to solicit the mentorship of established literary figures

  to refine his craft.
 REQUEST 
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Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

121  Frontier   A line or border separating two
  countries 

The frontier between reality and
  fiction is artfully blurred in his experimental prose.  BOUNDARY 

122  Benevolence   The quality of being well meaning 
The

  benevolence of the philanthropist was evident in his generous donations,
  which transformed the lives of countless individuals in need.

 KINDNESS 

123  Superstitious 

 Having or showing a belief in superstitions
  (a widely held but irrational belief in supernatural influences,

especially
  as leading to good or bad luck, or a practice based on such a

belief) 

The superstitious villagers
  refused to cross the bridge at night, convinced that it was haunted by the

  spirits of those who had perished there.
 IRRATIONAL

124  Decimated   Kill, destroy, or remove a large proportion
  of 

The
  population was decimated by the plague, leaving behind a landscape of

  desolation and grief.
 DESTROYED 

125  Detrimental   Tending to cause harm 
The detrimental effects of the

  policy became apparent over time, as it exacerbated the very issues it was
  meant to address.

 HARMFUL 

126  Pester   Trouble or annoy (someone) with frequent or
  persistent requests or interruptions 

The
  student continued to pester the professor with incessant questions about the

  upcoming examination.
 ANNOY

127  Defer   Put off (an action or event) to a later
  time 

The committee decided to defer
  the final decision until all members had reviewed the proposal.  POSTPONE 

128  Prudent   Acting with or showing care and thought for
  the future 

The
  novelist took a prudent approach to controversial themes, ensuring his

  message was clear yet tactfully delivered.
 WISE 

129  Baffle   Totally bewilder or perplex  The novel’s enigmatic ending
  continues to baffle scholars, sparking endless debate over its true meaning.  PUZZLE 

130  Illicit   Forbidden by law, rules, or custom 
The

  author’s illicit affair with a political figure added an air of scandal to
  his already controversial writings.

 ILLEGAL 
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131  Acronym 
 An abbreviation formed from the initial

  letters of other words and pronounced as a
word 

The acronym, though convenient,
  often obscured the complexity of the concepts it was meant to represent.

 A WORD FORMED BY THE INITIAL LETTERS OF
  WORDS

132  Fatuous   Silly and pointless 
The

  fatuous arguments presented in the essay undermined its otherwise intriguing
  premise.

 SILLY 

133  Bliss   Perfect happiness 
She found unparalleled bliss in

  the solitude of her study, surrounded by towering stacks of books that
  whispered the secrets of bygone eras.

 HAPPINESS 

134  Amicable   Characterized by friendliness and absence of
  discord 

The
  amicable resolution of the dispute was a testament to the diplomats' skill

  and willingness to find common ground.
 FRIENDLY 

135  Labyrinth 
 A complicated irregular network of passages
  or paths in which it is difficult to find one's

way 

The novel’s intricate structure
  mirrors a labyrinth, with each chapter revealing hidden corridors of meaning.  MEANDERING

136  Encountered   Meet (someone) unexpectedly 
In

  his research, he encountered an obscure manuscript that would redefine the
  study of medieval literature.

 FACED

137  Barren 
 Too poor to produce much or any vegetation

  /  showing no results or
  achievements 

The barren landscape of the
  novel’s setting served as a metaphor for its protagonist’s emotional

  desolation.
 UNPRODUCTIVE

138  Amiable   Having or displaying a friendly and pleasant
  manner 

His
  amiable demeanor made even the most heated literary debates feel like

  friendly discussions.
 FRIENDLY 

139  Quash   Reject as invalid, especially by legal
  procedure 

The authorities attempted to
  quash the circulation of revolutionary literature.  REJECT 

140  Knavish   Dishonest 
The

  knavish trickster's schemes were eventually uncovered, much to the relief of
  those who had fallen victim to his deceit.

 UNSCRUPULOUS 
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141  Spurious   Not being what it purports to be 
The scholar meticulously

  dissected the spurious claims of authorship, revealing the true origins of
  the lost manuscript.

 FAKE 

142  Ravage   Cause severe and extensive damage to the
  destructive effects of something 

The
  war ravaged the countryside, leaving behind a desolate landscape of ruined

  villages and scorched fields.
 DEMOLISH

143  Restrict   Put a limit on  The government sought to
  restrict access to politically sensitive literature.  PROHIBIT 

144  Pail   Bucket 
The

  rustic imagery of a weathered pail brimming with rainwater serves as a
  poignant symbol of impermanence in the poet’s work.

 BUCKET 

145  Felicity   Intense happiness  Her felicity with words enabled
  her to craft poetry that resonated across generations.  BLISS 

146  Voracious   Wanting or devouring great quantities of
  food 

A
  voracious reader, she devoured entire libraries in her quest for knowledge.  GREEDY 

147  Efficient   Achieving maximum productivity with minimum
  wasted effort or expense 

The editor’s efficient handling
  of the voluminous manuscript ensured its timely publication without

  compromising on scholarly rigour.
 CAPABLE

148  Congregation   A gathering or collection of people,
  animals, or things 

The
  congregation gathered in silence, their collective prayers rising like a

  whisper into the vaulted ceilings of the ancient cathedral.
 MEETING

149  Apex   The highest point of achievement 
At the apex of his literary

  career, he was hailed as a genius, only to later fade into relative
  obscurity.

 TOP 

150  Embrace   An act of accepting something willingly or
  enthusiastically 

The
  poet’s embrace of modernist techniques set him apart from his

contemporaries.
 ACCEPT 
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151  Genuine   Truly what something is said to be  His genuine passion for
  literature was evident in his insightful critiques.  REAL 

152  Tepid   Only slightly warm 

The
  audience’s tepid applause suggested that the new play had failed to

make an
  impact.

 WARM 

153  Aversion   A strong dislike or disinclination  The author’s aversion to
  sentimentalism is evident in his stark, unembellished prose.  DISLIKE 

154  Vivacious   Attractively lively and animated  The
  vivacious dialogue in the play brought its eccentric characters to life.  LIVELY 

155  Request   An act of asking politely or formally for
  something 

She made a humble request for
  the manuscript to be reconsidered for publication.  ASK 

156  Perilous   Full of danger or risk 

The
  novel’s protagonist embarks on a perilous journey, both physically

and
  psychologically.

 DANGEROUS 

157  Artful   Clever or skillful, especially in a crafty
  or cunning way 

His artful manipulation of
  language allowed him to convey complex ideas with elegance.  CUNNING 

158  Derive   Obtain something from (a specified
  source) 

The
  poet’s imagery derives its power from a deep understanding of

nature and its
  cycles.

 OBTAIN

159  Counterfeit   With the intention to deceive  The protagonist's counterfeit
  persona unravels as he faces the consequences of his deception.  FAKE 

160  Happiness   The state of being happy 

The
  novel suggests that true happiness lies not in wealth or fame, but in

the
  quiet pursuit of knowledge.

 BLISS 
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161  Impious   Showing a lack of respect for God or
  religion 

The impious act of defacing the
  sacred text was met with outrage, as the community struggled to comprehend

  such blatant disrespect.
 IRREVERENT 

162  Imaginary   Existing only in the imagination  The protagonist’s imaginary
  conversations with his deceased mentor shaped his philosophical musings.  FICTITIOUS 

163  Taciturn   Reserved or uncommunicative in speech  The taciturn scholar rarely
  spoke in discussions, but when he did, his insights were profound.  SILENT 

164  Caricature 

 A picture, description, or imitation of a
  person in which certain striking characteristics are exaggerated in

order to
  create a comic or grotesque effect 

The satirical novel presented a
  scathing caricature of political corruption in the modern era.  GROTESQUE

165  Mania   Mental illness marked by periods of great
  excitement or euphoria, delusions, and overactivity 

The character’s obsession with
  unearthing historical truths borders on mania, consuming his every waking

  thought.
 MADNESS

166  Thrive   Grow or develop well or vigorously
In the right intellectual

  environment, even the most unassuming minds can thrive and produce works of
  extraordinary depth.

FLOURISH 

167  Deter   Prevent the occurrence of  No amount of censorship could
  deter the novelist from penning works that challenged oppressive regimes.  TO HINDER

168  Disparity   A great difference 
The growing economic disparity

  between the wealthy elite and the working class was a central theme of the
  novel.

 DIFFERENCE 

169  Rare   Not occurring very often 
The rare manuscript, hidden for

  centuries in a forgotten archive, offered scholars a glimpse into a bygone
  era.

 SCARCE 

170  Ill-Bred  Badly brought up or rude 
The ill-bred guest's boorish

  behaviour at the dinner party was a source of embarrassment for his hosts,
  who had expected a more refined demeanour.

 UNCOUTH 
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171  Rescind   Cancel or repeal 
The decision to rescind the

  controversial policy was met with relief, as it had been a source of
  widespread discontent.

 REVOKE 

172  Decamp   Leave a place suddenly or secretly 
The decision to decamp to the

  countryside was driven by a desire for solitude and a simpler way of life,
  far removed from the chaos of the city.

 FLEE 

173  Invariable   Never changing 
The invariable routine of his

  daily life provided a sense of stability, though at times it felt stifling in
  its predictability.

 CONSTANT 

174  Philanthropist 
 A person who seeks to promote the welfare of

  others, especially by the generous donation of money
to good causes 

The philanthropist's generosity
  knew no bounds, as he dedicated his wealth to improving the lives of those

  less fortunate.
 BENEFACTOR

175  Solitary   Done or existing alone 
The solitary scholar, buried in

  his books, found greater companionship in the written word than in the
  company of others.

 LONELY 

176  Revere   Feel deep respect or admiration for
  (something) 

Generations of scholars continue
  to revere her work, finding new meanings in her deceptively simple prose.  RESPECT 

177  Diligent   Having or showing care and conscientiousness
  in one's work or duties 

His diligent research into
  historical archives enriched the authenticity of his novel.  HARDWORKING

178  Persist   Continue in an opinion or course of action
  in spite of difficulty or opposition 

Despite repeated rejections, she
  persisted in submitting her manuscript until it was finally recognized.  INSIST 

179  Vanish   Disappear suddenly and completely 
The ancient dialect, once spoken

  by poets of the golden age, seemed to vanish from literary records, leaving
  only cryptic references in footnotes.

 DISAPPEAR 

180  Catastrophe   An event causing great and usually sudden
  damage or suffering 

The protagonist’s downfall
  unfolds like a slow-moving catastrophe, each decision bringing him closer to

  ruin.
 CALAMITY
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181  Eternal   Lasting or existing forever 
The eternal struggle between

  good and evil is a recurring theme in literature, reflecting humanity's
  enduring quest for meaning.

 PERPETUAL 

182  Infatuation   An intense but short lived passion or
  admiration for someone or something 

Her infatuation with the
  enigmatic poet blinded her to his flaws, leading her to idealise him in ways

  that bordered on delusion.
 PASSION 

183  Meagre   Lacking in quantity or quality 
The writer’s meagre earnings did

  not deter him from pursuing his craft with unwavering dedication, fuelled by
  an insatiable passion for storytelling.

 INADEQUATE 

184  Transition   The process or a period of changing from one
  state or condition to another 

The transition from adolescence
  to adulthood is often marked by a series of profound realisations and the

  gradual assumption of responsibility.
 CHANGE

185  Tramp   A person who travels from place to place on
  foot in search of work or as a vagrant or beggar 

The tramp wandered through the
  cobblestone streets, his tattered coat and weary demeanour a stark contrast

  to the bustling affluence around him.
 WANDERER

186  Epidemic   A widespread occurrence of an infectious
  disease in a community at a particular time

The epidemic of plagiarism in
  academic circles threatened to erode the integrity of literary scholarship.  WIDESPREAD

187  Accused   A person or group of people who are charged
  with or on trial for a crime 

The accused stood silently in
  the dock, his expression unreadable, as the prosecution laid out its case

  with meticulous precision.
 INDICTED 

188  August   Respected and impressive  In the august halls of the
  academy, his name was spoken with both reverence and controversy.  DIGNIFIED 

189  Lucidity   Simplicity  His lucidity in explaining
  abstract concepts made his essays widely accessible.  CLARITY 

190  Abstain   Restrain oneself from doing or enjoying
  something 

He chose to abstain from writing
  political commentaries, believing literature should remain apolitical.  REFRAIN 
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191  Appear   Come into sight  His latest novel appears to be
  heavily influenced by existentialist philosophy.  SEEM

192  Command   Give an authoritative or peremptory
  order 

His command of the language was
  unparalleled, allowing him to articulate even the most complex ideas with

  clarity and eloquence.
 INSTRUCT 

193  Obstinate   Very difficult to change or overcome  The protagonist’s obstinate
  refusal to conform makes him both admirable and tragic.  STUBBORN 

194  Rampart 
 A defensive wall of a castle or walled city,

  having a broad top with a walkway and typically a
stone parapet 

The crumbling ramparts of the
  ancient city serve as an extended metaphor for the inevitable decay of

  empire.
 PARAPET

195  Liberty   Liberty 
The protagonist’s struggle for

  liberty parallels the broader social revolution unfolding in the novel’s
  background.

 FREEDOM 

196  Emancipate   Set free, especially from legal, social, or
  political restrictions 

The feminist movement sought to
  emancipate women from the constraints of patriarchal society.  LIBERATE 

197  Trite   Lacking originality or freshness or  dull on account of
overuse 

The novel’s themes, though
  important, were handled in a trite and unimaginative manner.  COMMONPLACE 

198  Right   Morally good, justified, or acceptable 
Though he had the right to voice

  his opinion, his blatant disregard for historical nuance rendered his
  argument deeply flawed.

 CORRECT 

199  Audacity   A willingness to take bold risks 
The audacity of his proposal

  left the committee speechless, as he challenged long-held assumptions with a
  boldness that was both refreshing and unsettling.

 BOLDNESS 

200  Curious   Eager to know or learn something 
The curious annotations in the

  margins of the book hinted at an unknown scholar’s deep engagement with the
  text.

 INQUISITIVE 
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201  Wander   Walk or move in a leisurely or aimless
  way 

His mind would often wander to
  distant lands as he immersed himself in historical fiction.  ROAM 

202  Jabber   Talk in a rapid, excited, and often
  incomprehensible way 

The professor’s jabber, though
  seemingly incoherent at first, often led to profound insights.  CHATTER 

203  Tame   Domesticate (an animal)  The wild energy of his early
  poetry was later tamed by a more refined literary sensibility.  DOMESTICATED 

204  Espionage 
 The practice of spying or of using spies,

  typically by governments to obtain political
and military information 

The novel masterfully weaves a
  tale of political intrigue and espionage, where deception is the currency of

  survival.
 SPYING

205  Spirited   Full of energy, enthusiasm, and
  determination 

Despite the bleak setting, the
  protagonist’s spirited defiance injects energy into the narrative.  ENTHUSIASTIC 

206  Garrulous   Excessively talkative, especially on trivial
  matters 

His garrulous nature made him a
  favorite among students, as his lectures often turned into lively

  storytelling sessions.
 TALKATIVE 

207  Antagonist   A person who actively opposes or is hostile
  to someone or something 

The antagonist in the novel is
  not merely a character but a manifestation of the protagonist’s own fears.  OPPONENT

208  Indignation   Anger or annoyance provoked by what is
  perceived as unfair treatment 

Her indignation at the injustice
  was palpable, as she spoke with a fervour that inspired others to join her

  cause.
 ANGER

209  Vindicate   Clear (someone) of blame or suspicion 
The discovery of new evidence

  served to vindicate the accused, clearing his name and restoring his
  reputation after years of wrongful suspicion.

 JUSTIFY 

210  Affluent   Having a great deal of money; wealthy  The affluent poet funded
  literary movements that would have otherwise faded into obscurity.  PROSPEROUS 
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211  Exotic   Originating in or characteristic of a
  distant foreign country 

The exotic spices filled the air
  with a heady aroma, transporting the diners to distant lands with each bite.  STRANGE 

212  Preamble   The introductory part of a statute or deed,
  stating its purpose, aims, and justification 

The preamble to the
  philosophical treatise sets the stage for a rigorous inquiry into the nature

  of existence.
 INTRODUCTION

213  Humorous   Causing laughter and amusement 
Her humorous essays, though

  lighthearted on the surface, contain a biting critique of contemporary
  society.

 WITTY 

214  Nomadic 

 Living the life of a nomad (a member of a
  community of people who live in different locations, moving from

one place to
  another) 

The nomadic tribe traversed the
  desert, their lives shaped by the rhythms of the seasons and the search for

  sustenance.
 WANDERING

215  Extricate   Free (someone or something) from a
  constraint or difficulty 

It took years of careful
  negotiation to extricate the ancient manuscript from bureaucratic

  entanglements.
 FREE 

216  Compensate   Give (someone) something, typically money,
  in recognition of loss, suffering, or injury incurred 

No amount of wealth could
  compensate for the loss of his creative spirit.  MAKE UP FOR

217  Vacillate   Waver between different opinions or
  actions 

He continued to vacillate
  between romantic idealism and pragmatic realism, a conflict that profoundly

  shaped his poetic oeuvre.
 WAVER 

218  Cordial   Warm and friendly 
Despite their ideological

  differences, their discussions remained cordial, marked by mutual respect for
  each other’s intellect.

 FRIENDLY 

219  Covenant   Agree by lease, deed, or other legal
  contract 

The covenant between the two
  warring factions was sealed with a solemn oath, promising peace and mutual

  prosperity for generations to come.
 CONTRACT 

220  Blister   A small bubble on the skin filled with serum
  and caused by friction, burning, or other damage 

The hiker’s feet were covered in
  painful blisters after trekking for miles through the rugged terrain.  WOUND
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221  Candid   Truthful and straightforward 
Her candid memoir, unflinching

  in its exploration of personal traumas, was both deeply moving and
  intellectually provocative.

 FRANK 

222  Illicit   Forbidden by law, rules, or custom  His illicit trade in rare books
  was an open secret in the literary world.  UNLAWFUL 

223  Instant   Happening or coming immediately  The poet’s instant recognition
  was unprecedented for a debut author.  IMMEDIATE 

224  Circuitous   Longer than the most direct way  His argument was so circuitous
  that it took the audience several minutes to grasp his main point.  ROUNDABOUT 

225  Invoice   A list of goods sent or services provided,
  with a statement of the sum due for these 

The rare manuscript, worth more
  than any invoice could indicate, was a priceless addition to the collection.  STATEMENT

226  Candid   Truthful and straightforward  Her candid memoir offered an
  unfiltered glimpse into the struggles of a writer’s life.  HONEST 

227  Perish   Die, especially in a violent or sudden
  way 

Without patronage, many of the
  era’s most promising poets were doomed to perish in obscurity.  DIE 

228  Prodigal   Wasteful  His prodigal use of adjectives
  often diluted the impact of his prose.  LAVISH 

229  Insensitive   Showing or feeling no concern for others'
  feelings 

His insensitive remarks about
  the plight of the impoverished alienated him from his peers.  CALLOUS 

230  Luxuriant   Rich and profuse in growth  The luxuriant prose of the novel
  painted a vivid picture of the Renaissance era.  ABUNDANT 
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231  Plump   Having a full rounded shape 
The plump leather-bound volume,

  filled with marginal notes from generations of scholars, held secrets waiting
  to be uncovered.

 FAT 

232  Fatal   Causing death 
The fatal error in his

  calculations went unnoticed until it was too late, resulting in a
  catastrophic failure that could have been avoided.

 DEADLY 

233  Despondent   In low spirits from loss of hope or
  courage 

After years of relentless
  effort, the scholar grew despondent when his research failed to yield

  significant results.
 DEJECTED 

234  Reverie   A state of being pleasantly lost in one's
  thoughts 

Lost in reverie, the writer
  barely noticed the passage of time.  DAYDREAM 

235  Regress   Return to a former or less developed
  state 

Under stress, he tended to
  regress to childish behaviours, a coping mechanism that offered temporary

  solace but failed to address the root of his anxieties.
 BACKSLIDE 

236  Diligent   Having or showing care and conscientiousness
  in one's work or duties 

Only through diligent research
  and painstaking attention to detail can a scholar produce work of lasting

  intellectual value.
 ASSIDUOUS

237  Accomplish   Achieve or complete successfully  Few could accomplish what she
  did—redefining an entire genre with a single groundbreaking novel.  ACHIEVE 

238  Effect   Cause to happen  The effect of colonial rule on
  indigenous literature remains a widely debated topic.  RESULT 

239  Sporadic   Occurring at irregular intervals or only in
  a few places 

His sporadic bursts of
  inspiration resulted in a novel that felt both fragmented and brilliant.  SCATTERED

240  Solitary   Done or existing alone 
The solitary nature of the

  writer’s life, though often romanticised, is fraught with the perils of
  self-doubt and existential loneliness.

 LONELY 
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241  Motive   A reason for doing something  The detective novel masterfully
  concealed the true motive behind the crime.  INTENTION 

242  Proliferate  Increase rapidly in number 
In the absence of strict

  regulations, counterfeit goods began to proliferate in the market,
  undermining the economy and consumer trust.

 REPRODUCE RAPIDLY 

243  Incapacitate   Prevent from functioning in a normal
  way 

The injury threatened to
  incapacitate him, but his determination to recover was unwavering.  CRIPPLE 

244  Accrue   Accumulate  Over the years, he managed to
  accrue a wealth of knowledge on obscure literary traditions.  ACCUMULATE 

245  Amicable 
 Characterized by friendliness and

absence of
  discord 

Their amicable discussions about
  literature masked an underlying rivalry.  FRIENDLY 

246  Duplication   The action or process of duplicating
  something. 

The duplication of efforts
  within the department led to inefficiencies, prompting a thorough review of

  workflows and responsibilities.
 COPYING 

247  Concurrence   The state of agreeing with someone or
  something 

There was a rare moment of
  concurrence among the panellists, all of whom agreed on the novel’s literary

  merit despite its controversial themes.
 AGREEMENT 

248  Laud   praise (a person or their achievements)
  highly 

The critic did not hesitate to
  laud the poet’s innovative use of language and form.  PRAISE 

249  Collate   Collect and combine 
The scholar meticulously

  collated primary sources to construct a comprehensive history of the literary
  movement.

 ASSEMBLE 

250  Coarse   Rough or harsh in texture 
The poet deliberately employed

  coarse language to mirror the raw, unfiltered reality of working-class
  existence.

 ROUGH 
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251  Affluence   The state of having a great deal of
  money 

The affluence of the
  protagonist’s early life contrasts starkly with the poverty he later endures.  RICHNESS 

252  Perilous   Full of danger or risk 
The journey into the unknown,

  both literal and metaphorical, remains a perilous but necessary endeavour for
  any great writer.

 HAZARDOUS 

253  Barbaric   Savagely cruel 
The novel’s depiction of a

  barbaric society serves as a grim warning about the consequences of moral
  decay.

 UNCIVILISED 

254  Capitulate 
 Cease to resist an opponent or an

unwelcome
  demand; yield

After months of resistance, the
  besieged city had no choice but to capitulate, its resources depleted and its

  people weary.
 SURRENDER 

255  Pity 

 The feeling of sorrow and compassion
caused

  by the sufferings and misfortunes of
others 

The tragic hero evoked both
  admiration and pity from the audience.  MERCY

256  Querulous   Complaining  His querulous letters to the
  editor revealed his dissatisfaction with the state of contemporary fiction.  COMPLAINING 

257  Barren   Unproductive  The barren landscape in the
  novel serves as a metaphor for emotional emptiness and loss.  INFERTILE 

258  Tedious   Too long, slow, or dull 
Proofreading a lengthy

  dissertation can be a tedious task, requiring immense patience and attention
  to detail.

 DULL 

259  Apprehended   Arrest (someone) for a crime 
The elusive revolutionary was

  finally apprehended, his arrest sending shockwaves through the intellectual
  circles that had clandestinely supported him.

 ARRESTED 

260  Absorbing   Intensely interesting  The novel was so absorbing that
  she lost track of time while reading it.  ENGROSSING 
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261  Successive   Following one another or following
  others 

The successive failures of the
  experiments did not deter the scientist, who remained steadfast in his belief

  that a breakthrough was imminent.
 CONSECUTIVE 

262  Jealous 
 Feeling or showing an envious resentment of
  someone or their achievements, possessions,

or perceived advantages 

His jealous critique of his
  rival’s novel barely concealed his own insecurities.  ENVIED

263  Nurture   Care for and protect (someone or something)
  while they are growing 

A true mentor does not merely
  instruct but seeks to nurture a student’s intellectual curiosity, guiding

  them towards independent thought and scholarly excellence.
 GROW 

264  Delusion 

 An idiosyncratic belief or impression
  maintained despite being contradicted by

reality or rational argument,
  typically as a symptom of mental disorder 

The character’s tragic
  delusion—that he could rewrite history—ultimately leads to his downfall.  ILLUSION

265  Infructuous   Fruitless, unprofitable 
Despite their infructuous

  efforts to negotiate a truce, the two factions remained entrenched in their
  positions, unwilling to compromise.

 FRUITLESS 

266  Periodic   Appearing or occurring at intervals 
Periodic revisions to literary

  canons reflect the evolving perspectives of scholars as new interpretations
  emerge.

 REGULAR 

267  Systematically   Having, showing, or involving a system,
  method, or plan 

She systematically deconstructed
  the text, uncovering layers of meaning that had eluded previous scholars.  METHODICALLY 

268  Cajole   Persuade (someone) to do something by
  sustained coaxing or flattery 

She tried to cajole her
  professor into granting an extension for her thesis submission.  FLATTER 

269  Assess   Evaluate or estimate the nature, ability, or
  quality of 

The scholar sought to assess the
  influence of Romantic poetry on contemporary literature.  MEASURE 

270  Thrifty   Using money and other resources carefully
  and not wastefully 

The thrifty publisher, despite
  his limited resources, managed to introduce groundbreaking literary works to

  the public.
 ECONOMICAL 
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271  Arduous   Involving or requiring strenuous effort;
  difficult and tiring 

The arduous task of translating
  an epic poem requires both linguistic precision and poetic sensibility.  DIFFICULT 

272  Transparent   Allowing light to pass through so that
  objects behind can be distinctly seen 

The transparent nature of the
  government's decision-making process fostered trust and accountability among

  the populace.
 LUCID

273  Cantankerous   Bad tempered, argumentative, and
  uncooperative 

The cantankerous professor’s
  scathing critiques made him both feared and respected.  QUARRELSOME 

274  Obscene   Offensive or disgusting by accepted
  standards of morality and decency 

The obscene graffiti on the wall
  was a stark reminder of the decay that had begun to infiltrate the

  once-thriving neighbourhood.
 INDECENT 

275  August   Respected and impressive 
The august assembly of scholars

  and dignitaries was a testament to the significance of the occasion, as they
  gathered to discuss matters of global importance.

 MAJESTIC 

276  Irrevocable   Not able to be changed, reversed, or
  recovered 

The protagonist’s decision to
  leave his homeland was irrevocable.  UNALTERABLE 

277  Ancestors   From whom one is descended  The novel explores how the
  protagonist’s ancestors shape his destiny in unexpected ways.  FOREFATHERS 

278  Brisk   Quicken something 
His brisk manner of speech

  betrayed an impatience for idle chatter, preferring instead the rich
  discourse of literature.

 QUICK 

279  Pinaacle   The most successful point  The novel marked the pinnacle of
  his career, a work that would define literary discourse for generations.  SUMMIT

280  Decrepitude   The state of being decrepit (worn out or
  ruined because of age or neglect) 

The decrepitude of the ancient
  manor was a poignant reminder of its former glory, now lost to the ravages of

  time and neglect.
 FEEBLENESS
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281  Eventually   In the end, especially after a long delay,
  dispute, or series of problems 

Eventually, even the most
  forgotten authors find their place in the literary canon.  FINALLY

282  Loquacious   Tending to talk a great deal  His loquacious nature made him
  an engaging yet exhausting conversationalist.  TALKATIVE 

283  Scintillating   Sparkling or shining brightly  His scintillating wit and
  profound insights made him a favorite speaker at literary festivals.  GLITTERING 

284  Diligent   Having or showing care and conscientiousness
  in one's work or duties 

The diligent scholar spent
  countless hours in the archives, meticulously piecing together fragments of

  history to reconstruct the forgotten narrative.
 INDUSTRIOUS

285  Surmount   Overcome (a difficulty or obstacle) 
Despite the seemingly

  insurmountable challenges, she remained resolute, determined to overcome
  every obstacle in her path.

 OVERCOME 

286  Abnormal   Deviating from what is normal or usual,
  typically in a way that is undesirable or worrying 

The novel’s abnormal structure,
  defying linear chronology, reflects the protagonist’s fragmented psyche.  UNNATURAL

287  Swap   An act of exchanging one thing for
  another 

The novel’s two protagonists
  swap lives in a twisted social experiment, highlighting issues of privilege

  and identity.
 EXCHANGE 

288  Poach 

 The illegal practice of trespassing on
  another's property to hunt or steal game without the

landowner's
  permission 

The publishing house was accused
  of attempting to poach a celebrated author from its rival by offering an

  exorbitant advance.
 HUNT

289  Cancel   Decide or announce that (a planned event)
  will not take place 

The literary festival, which had
  been eagerly anticipated by scholars and enthusiasts alike, was regrettably

  cancelled due to unforeseen logistical constraints.
 ABOLISH 

290  Protrude   Extend beyond or above a surface  The ruins of the once-grand
  library protrude from the landscape, a stark reminder of lost knowledge.  BULGE 
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291  Crude   In a natural or raw state / not yet
  processed or refined 

While his early writing was
  crude and unpolished, it hinted at the genius that

would later emerge.
 UNREFINED 

292  Appraise   Assess the value or quality of  The scholar was asked to
  appraise a rare manuscript before its auction.  JUDGE 

293  Anticipate   Regard as probable  The readers eagerly anticipated
  the release of her next novel.  EXPECT 

294  Crafty   Clever at achieving one's aims by indirect
  or deceitful methods 

The crafty novelist wove
  historical events seamlessly into his fiction, making it

both educational and
  enthralling.

 CUNNING 

295  Genial   Friendly and cheerful  Despite his sharp wit, he
  remained a genial presence in literary circles.  CORDIAL 

296  Contemplation   The action of looking thoughtfully at
  something for a long time 

In quiet contemplation, she
  pondered the philosophical implications of the text,

her mind weaving through
  layers of meaning and interpretation.

 MEDITATION

297  Sole   One and only 
He was the sole surviving member

  of the literary circle that had once revolutionised
poetic form.

 ONLY 

298  Flimsy   Insubstantial and easily damaged 

The critic dismissed the
  author’s argument as flimsy, lacking the necessary

evidence to support its
  claims.

 WEAK 

299  Inadvertent   Not resulting from or achieved through
  deliberate planning 

His inadvertent revelation of a
  major plot twist left the audience in shock.  UNINTENTIONAL

300  Wily   Skilled at gaining an advantage, especially
  deceitfully 

The wily antagonist, skilled in
  deception, manipulates others with chilling precision.  CUNNING 

+ 9 1  7 9 7 7 0  4 1 8 7 4 |  P A G E  3 2



Sr. No Word Meaning Usage in a Sentence Synonym

301  Clandestine   Kept secret or done secretively, especially
  because illicit 

The poet’s clandestine meetings
  with political dissidents infused his verses with a subversive energy.  SECRET 

302  Toil   Work extremely hard or incessantly 
Years of toil in musty libraries

  finally yielded a discovery that reshaped the understanding of Renaissance
  literature.

 WORKHARD 

303  Deference   Polite submission and respect 
In deference to her mentor's

  wisdom, she refrained from challenging his controversial thesis, despite her
  own reservations.

 RESPECT 

304  Genuine   Truly what something is said to be 
His genuine passion for literary

  discourse was evident in the meticulous care with which he engaged with even
  the most obscure texts.

 REAL 

305  Ablution   An act of washing oneself 
The ritual of ablution before

  the ceremony was performed with solemn reverence, each gesture imbued with
  spiritual significance.

 WASHING 

306  Meander  Follow a winding course (of a
  river or road) 

The novel meanders through
  multiple timelines, creating a narrative as intricate as a tapestry.  CURVE 

307  Dilate   Make or become wider, larger, or more
  open 

The doctor instructed the
  patient to focus on a distant object to dilate his pupils, allowing for a

  more comprehensive examination of his eyes.
 WIDEN 

308  Impediment   A hindrance or obstruction in doing
  something 

His unyielding adherence to
  archaic linguistic structures proved to be an impediment to his literary

  success in an era that favoured innovation.
 OBSTRUCTION 

309  Dexterity   Skill in performing tasks, especially with
  the hands 

The dexterity with which the
  pianist's fingers danced across the keys left the audience in awe, each note

  a testament to years of disciplined practice.
 ADROITNESS 

310  Propitiate 
 Win or regain the favour of (a god, spirit,

  or person) by doing something that pleases
them 

The villagers offered sacrifices
  to propitiate the gods, hoping to avert the impending disaster.  APPEASE
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311  Audacious   Showing a willingness to take surprisingly
  bold risks 

His audacious narrative
  techniques challenged conventional storytelling norms.  BOLD 

312  Obsession   An idea or thought that continually
  preoccupies or intrudes on a person's mind 

Her obsession with perfection
  bordered on the pathological, leaving her perpetually dissatisfied with even

  her most commendable achievements.
 PRE-OCCUPATION

313  Superannauted   Outdated or obsolete through age or new
  developments 

The superannuated policies,
  though once effective, were now ill-suited to the complexities of the modern

  world, necessitating a thorough overhaul.
 RETIRED 

314  Avarice   Extreme greed for wealth or material
  gain 

The avarice of the merchant knew
  no bounds, as he amassed wealth at the expense of those who could least

  afford it.
 GREED 

315  Adversity   A difficult or unpleasant situation  Despite overwhelming adversity,
  the poet continued to write, his words echoing with defiant resilience.  MISFORTUNE 

316  Economical   Careful not to waste money or resources  His prose was remarkably
  economical, conveying profound truths with the fewest possible words.  THRIFTY

317  Transmission   The action or process of transmitting
  something or the state of being transmitted 

The oral transmission of poetry
  ensured that even the most ancient verses survived the ravages of time.  CONVEYANCE

318  Tranquil   Free from disturbance  The poet found solace in the
  tranquil beauty of the countryside, which inspired much of his work.  PEACEFUL 

319  Capricious   Given to sudden and unaccountable changes of
  mood or behaviour 

The capricious weather shifted
  from sunshine to storm without warning, mirroring the unpredictability of

  human emotions.
 WHIMSICAL 

320  Irresolute   Showing or feeling hesitancy  His irresolute nature hindered
  him from completing his magnum opus.  UNDECIDED 
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321  Shines   Give out a bright light  The brilliance of her intellect
  shines through every page of her meticulously crafted prose.  GLITTERS 

322  Alert   Quick to notice any unusual and potentially
  dangerous or difficult circumstances 

The alert guard's keen eyes
  missed nothing, ensuring the safety of the estate with unwavering vigilance.  WATCHFUL

323  Evade   Escape or avoid (someone or something),
  especially by guile or trickery 

The reclusive poet did his best
  to evade the public eye, preferring solitude to celebrity.  AVOID 

324  Hallucination   An experience involving the apparent
  perception of something not present 

The protagonist’s descent into
  madness is punctuated by hallucinations that blur the boundary between

  reality and imagination.
 DELUSION

325  Catastrophe   An event causing great and usually sudden
  damage or suffering 

The novel’s final chapter
  unfolds as a slow-burning catastrophe, leaving the reader in stunned

silence.
 TRAGEDY

326  Inclement   Unpleasant conditions  The inclement weather mirrored
  the novel’s sombre tone.  UNFAVOURABLE 

327  Censure   Express severe disapproval of (someone or
  something), especially in a formal statement 

The government’s censure of the
  novel only increased public interest in its subversive themes.  CRITICIZE

328  Deliberate   Done consciously and intentionally  His deliberate choice of words
  in the speech highlighted his meticulous attention to rhetoric.  INTENTIONAL 

329  Enigmatic   Difficult to interpret or understand  The enigmatic nature of the
  novel’s ending has fueled countless interpretations.  PUZZLING 

330  Docile   Ready to accept control or instruction 
The protagonist, initially

  portrayed as a docile and submissive figure, undergoes a transformation,
  ultimately challenging the oppressive forces that seek to subdue her.

 SUBMISSIVE 
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331  Fury   Wild or violent anger  The critic’s fury over the
  novel’s controversial themes ignited a debate that lasted for decades.  ANGER 

332  Change   An act or process through which something
  becomes different 

The protagonist undergoes a
  profound change, emerging wiser but disillusioned.  ALTER 

333  Scorn   A feeling and expression of contempt or
  disdain for someone or something 

Her scorn for the superficiality
  of high society was evident in her biting critiques and refusal to conform to

  its expectations.
 CONDEMN

334  Affluent   Having a great deal of money 
The affluent patrons of the arts

  ensured that literary journals continued to thrive despite declining
  readership.

 PROSPEROUS 

335  Pleasure   A feeling of happy satisfaction and
  enjoyment 

She derived immense pleasure
  from the intricate wordplay of Renaissance sonnets, marvelling at their

  linguistic dexterity.
 HAPPINESS 

336  Abysmal   Very deep  The abysmal quality of the
  translation stripped the original text of its poetic resonance.  BOTTOMLESS 

337  Absurd   Wildly unreasonable, illogical, or
  inappropriate 

The play’s absurd dialogue
  forces the audience to confront the irrationality of human existence.  RIDICULOUS 

338  Jubilant   Feeling or expressing great happiness and
  triumph 

The author was jubilant upon
  receiving the prestigious literary award for her groundbreaking novel.  ECSTATIC 

339  Knave   A dishonest or unscrupulous man  The cunning knave in the play
  serves as both comic relief and a subtle critique of political deception.  SCOUNDREL 

340  Sham   A thing that is not what it is purported to
  be 

His supposed expertise in
  literary theory was nothing more than an elaborate sham.  FAKE 
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341  Elastic   Able to resume its normal shape
  spontaneously after being stretched or compressed

The elastic nature of language
  allows for boundless creativity, enabling writers to manipulate syntax and

  diction to evoke novel meanings.
 FLEXIBLE

342  Citadel   A fortress, typically one on high ground
  above a city 

The crumbling citadel, looming
  over the novel’s setting, serves as a metaphor for the inevitable decline of

  power.
 FORTRESS 

343  Conceal   Not allow to be seen 
Despite his outward composure,

  he struggled to conceal the intellectual insecurity that gnawed at him
  beneath the surface.

 HIDE 

344  Brutalize 
 Make (someone) cruel, violent, or

  insensitive to the pain of others by repeated exposure to
violence 

The war brutally transformed the
  poet’s once-lyrical verses into harrowing reflections of human suffering.  ILLTREAT

345  Forsaken   Abandoned or deserted 
The forsaken manuscript, buried

  in archives for decades, was finally brought to light by an intrepid
  researcher.

 ABANDONED 

346  Prognosis   A forecast of the likely outcome of a
  situation 

The prognosis for the dying art
  form of handwritten correspondence seems bleak in an age dominated by instant

  digital communication.
 FORECAST 

347  Irreproachable   Beyond criticism  His irreproachable conduct as a
  scholar earned him the admiration of his peers.  FAULTLESS 

348  Scorn   A feeling and expression of contempt or
  disdain for someone or something 

The literary critic’s scorn for
  formulaic fiction was evident in his biting reviews.  DESPISE 

349  Transient   Lasting only for a short time  The transient nature of fame
  haunted the writer, as he watched his popularity wane over the decades.  FLEETING 

350  Enigma   A person or thing that is mysterious or
  difficult to understand 

The enigmatic nature of the
  protagonist renders him an enduring subject of literary analysis, with

  critics unable to fully unravel his motivations.
 PUZZLE 
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351  Tempest   A violent windy storm  The novel captures the tempest
  of emotions that accompany unrequited love.  STORM 

352  Vindictive   Having or showing a strong or unreasoning
  desire for revenge 

The poet’s vindictive satire
  left many of his rivals humiliated.  SPITEFUL 

353  Intrepid   Feeling no fear  The intrepid journalist’s exposé
  on literary fraudulence shook the academic world.  FEARLESS 

354  Consignee   The person or company to whom goods or
  documents are officially sent or delivered 

The consignee, unaware of the
  package's contents, signed for its delivery, only to discover it contained a

  priceless artefact from a bygone era.
 NOMINEE

355  Derogatory   Showing a critical or disrespectful
  attitude 

His derogatory remarks about her
  work were met with swift condemnation, as colleagues rallied to defend her

  integrity and talent.
 DISPARAGING 

356  Grandeur   Splendour and impressiveness, especially of
  appearance or style 

The grandeur of the palace, with
  its gilded halls and intricate frescoes, left visitors awestruck, evoking a

  sense of timeless majesty.
 MAGNIFICENCE 

357  Infamy   The state of being well known for some bad
  quality or deed 

The book’s infamy stemmed not
  from its literary merits but from the scandal it provoked.  NOTORIETY 

358  Humane   Having or showing compassion or
  benevolence 

His humane approach to criticism
  ensured that even the harshest reviews were constructive rather than

  destructive.
 SYMPATHETIC 

359  Tinsel 
 A form of decoration consisting of thin

  strips of shiny metal foil attached to a long piece of
thread 

The superficial glamour of the
  city, like tinsel adorning a decayed structure, masks its underlying despair.  DECORATION

360  Impeccable   In accordance with the highest
  standards 

His impeccable command of
  language allowed him to craft prose of rare elegance.  FLAWLESS 
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361  Stubborn   Difficult to move, remove, or cure 
Her stubborn refusal to admit

  fault only deepened the rift between them, as neither was willing to
  compromise.

 ADAMANT 

362  Considerate   ` Careful not to inconvenience or harm
  others 

He was exceedingly considerate
  in his critique, ensuring that his analysis, though incisive, never veered

  into unnecessary harshness.
 THOUGHFUL 

363  Dulcet   Sweet and soothing  The dulcet tones of the harp
  filled the room, creating an atmosphere of tranquillity and grace.  SWEET 

364  Anger   A strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure,
  or hostility 

His anger at societal injustice
  fuelled his most powerful poetry.  DISPLEASURE 

365  Coarse   Rough or harsh in texture 
The novel’s language was

  deliberately coarse, reflecting the harsh realities of its protagonist’s
  life.

 ROUGH 

366  Flaunt 
 Display (something) ostentatiously,

  especially in order to provoke envy or admiration or
to show defiance 

He would often flaunt his
  literary knowledge in an attempt to impress his peers, though it frequently

  backfired.
 EXHIBIT

367  Autocratic   Relating to a ruler who has absolute
  power 

The autocratic ruler imposed
  severe restrictions on freedom of expression, suppressing literary dissent.  DICTATORIAL 

368  Parsimony   Extreme unwillingness to spend money or use
  resources 

The poet’s parsimony with words
  resulted in an oeuvre of minimalist brilliance.  MISERLINESS 

369  Elude   Escape from or avoid (a danger, enemy, or
  pursuer), typically in a skillful or cunning way 

Despite his best efforts, the
  solution to the puzzle continued to elude him, slipping through his fingers

  like grains of sand.
 ESCAPE

370  Irreverence   A lack of respect for people or things that
  are generally taken seriously 

His irreverence towards
  tradition often landed him in trouble, but it also earned him a reputation as

  a bold and innovative thinker.
 DISRESPECT
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371  Coddle   Treat (someone) in an indulgent or
  overprotective way with too much care and attention 

Writers should not be coddled
  with excessive praise but rather challenged to refine their craft.  SATISFY

372  Indicment   A formal charge or accusation of a serious
  crime 

The indictment of the corrupt
  official was a watershed moment, signalling a shift towards greater

  accountability in government.
 ACCUSATION 

373  Boisterous   Noisy, energetic, and cheerful  The boisterous crowd at the
  poetry reading made it difficult for the poet to maintain his composure.  NOISY 

374  Mellow   Pleasantly smooth or soft  With age, the writer’s once
  fiery rhetoric mellowed into a more contemplative style.  GENIAL 

375  Meticulous   Showing great attention to detail 

The meticulous attention to
  detail in her work was evident in every brushstroke, each one

contributing to
  the overall harmony of the painting.

 CAREFUL 

376  Infirm   Not physically or mentally strong,
  especially through age or illness 

The infirm poet, though
  physically frail, continued to compose verses of remarkable intensity and

  insight.
 WEAK 

377  Flung   Throw or hurl forcefully  The poet flung open the windows
  of his study, hoping the fresh air might clear his clouded thoughts.  THREW 

378  Censure   Express severe disapproval of (someone or
  something), especially in a formal statement 

The council's decision to
  censure the minister for his misconduct was met with both applause and

  criticism, reflecting the divided sentiments of the public.
 CRITICIZE

379  Accoutrements   An additional item of dress or
  equipment 

The knight's accoutrements,
  polished to a brilliant sheen, were a testament to his status and

readiness
  for battle.

 EQUIPMENTS 

380  Dearth   A scarcity or lack of something  The dearth of female voices in
  early literature reflects the systemic barriers they faced in publishing.  SCARCITY 
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381  Discriminate   Recognize a distinction  A good critic must discriminate
  between genuine artistic innovation and mere pretension.  DISTINGUISH 

382  Abjure   Solemnly renounce (a belief, cause, or
  claim) 

After years of writing gothic
  horror, he chose to abjure the genre in favor of more philosophical works.  RENOUNCE 

383  Gnome   A small ugly person 
The garden gnome, though

  whimsical in appearance, seemed to watch over the flowerbeds with an almost
  sentient vigilance.

 DWARF 

384  Ostentation   The pretentious or showy display of wealth
  and luxury, designed to impress 

The ostentation of the gala was
  overwhelming, with its opulent decorations and guests adorned in jewels that

  sparkled under the chandeliers.
 POMP

385  Haughty   Arrogantly superior and disdainful 
Her haughty demeanour alienated

  those around her, as she carried herself with an air of superiority that few
  could tolerate.

 CONCEITED 

386  Sufficient   Adequate  His analysis was sufficient but
  lacked the depth required for a truly insightful critique.  ENOUGH 

387  Assault   Make a physical attack on  The novel’s protagonist suffers
  an assault not just on his body but on his very sense of identity.  ATTACK 

388  Valiant   Possessing or showing courage or
  determination 

His valiant defense of free
  speech in literature earned him both admiration and exile.  COURAGEOUS 

389  Beckoned   Summon (someone) 
The distant lighthouse beckoned

  to the weary sailors, its steady beam a promise of safety and respite from
  the storm.

 CALLED 

390  Impeccable   In accordance with the highest
  standards 

Her impeccable command of
  language, coupled with her astute literary insights, established her as one

  of the preeminent scholars of her generation.
 PERFECT 
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391  Speculate   Form a theory or conjecture about a subject
  without firm evidence 

Scholars continue to speculate
  about the true authorship of the medieval manuscript.  GUESS 

392  Execrate   Feel or express great loathing for  Many execrate the novel’s
  protagonist, yet he remains a fascinating study in moral ambiguity.  CURSE 

393  Coarse   Rough or harsh in texture  His coarse manner of speech,
  though unrefined, concealed an extraordinary depth of wisdom.  ROUGH 

394  Recipients   A person or thing that receives or is
  awarded something 

The recipients of the literary
  award expressed gratitude for the recognition of their innovative work.  RECIEVER

395  Abrogate   Repeal or do away with (a law, right, or
  formal agreement) 

The monarch sought to abrogate
  the ancient treaty, believing it to be an outdated relic that no longer

  served the kingdom's modern interests.
 REPEAL 

396  Selection 
 The action or fact of carefully choosing

  someone or something as being the best or most
suitable 

The selection of poems for the
  anthology was a meticulous process, each piece chosen for its unique voice

  and contribution to the overarching theme.
 PREFERENCE

397  Venal   Showing or motivated by susceptibility to
  bribery 

The venal critic, swayed by
  bribes and personal rivalries, failed to recognize the novel’s true merit.  CORRUPT 

398  Deluge   A severe flood  The sudden deluge of literary
  prizes failed to change his modest outlook.  FLOOD 

399  Vocation 
 A person's employment or main occupation,
  especially regarded as worthy and requiring

dedication 

Teaching literature was not
  merely a profession for her; it was a vocation, a calling that defined her

  very existence.
 OCCUPATION

400  Imitate   To copy someone or mimic  His early works merely imitated
  the style of the great poets but lacked originality.  COPY 
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401  Gruff   Rough and low in pitch 
His gruff exterior belied a

  heart of gold, as those who took the time to know him discovered his
  unwavering loyalty and kindness.

 ROUGH 

402  Abrogate   Repeal or do away with (a law, right, or
  formal agreement) 

The government's decision to
  abrogate the controversial law was hailed as a victory for civil liberties,

  though it sparked fierce debate among lawmakers.
 ABOLISH 

403  Superficial   Appearing to be true or real only until
  examined more closely 

A superficial reading of the
  novel might suggest a straightforward love story, but a closer analysis

  reveals complex political allegories.
 SHALLOW 

404  Stern   Serious and unrelenting, especially in the
  assertion of authority and exercise of discipline 

The professor’s stern critique
  of modern literature left his students both intimidated and inspired.  STRICT

405  Obscene   Offensive or disgusting by accepted
  standards of morality and decency 

The book was banned for its
  allegedly obscene content, despite its literary merit.  DIRTY 

406  Panacea   A solution or remedy for all difficulties or
  diseases 

The new policy was touted as a
  panacea for the nation's economic woes, though sceptics questioned its

  feasibility and long-term impact.
 CURE ALL 

407  Exhort   Strongly encourage or urge (someone) to do
  something 

The professor sought to exhort
  his students to read widely and critically, impressing upon them the

  necessity of intellectual engagement.
 ENCOURAGE 

408  Assertive   Having or showing a confident and forceful
  personality 

Her assertive demeanour in the
  boardroom commanded respect, as she articulated her vision with

unwavering
  confidence.

 DOMINEERING 

409  Convict 

 Declare (someone) to be guilty of a criminal
  offence by the verdict of a jury or the decision of a

judge in a court of
  law 

The convict's stoic demeanour in
  the courtroom belied the turmoil within, as he awaited the verdict that

would
  determine his fate.

 CRIMINAL

410  Futility   Pointlessness or uselessness  The novel explores the futility
  of human ambition in the face of inevitable decay.  USELESSNESS 
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411  Acquaint   Make someone aware of or familiar with  The professor encouraged
  students to acquaint themselves with diverse literary traditions.  INTRODUCE 

412  Saviour   A person who saves someone or something from
  danger or difficulty 

The protagonist viewed his
  mentor as a saviour, rescuing him from a life of ignorance and

mediocrity.
 PROTECTOR 

413  Acute   Having or showing a perceptive understanding
  or insight 

Her acute understanding of human
  psychology is evident in the depth of her character development.  SHARP 

414  Estranged   Cause (someone) to be no longer on friendly
  terms with someone 

The estranged siblings, once
  inseparable, now lived in different worlds, their bond fractured by

years of
  misunderstanding and resentment.

 SEPARATED 

415  Onus   Something that is one's duty  The onus of proving the novel’s
  authenticity lay on the publisher.  RESPONSIBILITY 

416  Ecstasy   An overwhelming feeling of great happiness
  or joyful excitement 

The protagonist’s moment of
  ecstasy, described in rapturous prose, blurs the line between spiritual

  enlightenment and madness.
 JOY 

417  Little   Small in size, amount, or degree 
The little-known poet's work,

  though overlooked in his lifetime, was later celebrated for its profound
  insight and lyrical beauty.

 TRIVIAL 

418  Abuse   Use (something) to bad effect or for a bad
  purpose 

The novel provides a harrowing
  depiction of the psychological toll of sustained verbal abuse,

illustrating
  its insidious effects on the human psyche.

 SCORN

419  Colossal   Extremely large or great 

The colossal statue of the deity
  towered over the city, a testament to the artisans' unparalleled skill

and
  the community's devotion.

 ENORMOUS 

420  Porous   Having minute interstices through which
  liquid or air may pass 

His arguments were so porous
  that even the most sympathetic reader found them difficult to accept.  PERMEABLE 
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421  Forego   Go without (something desirable)  He chose to forego commercial
  success in favour of literary integrity.  LEAVE 

422  Poignant   Evoking a keen sense of sadness or
  regret 

The novel’s poignant depiction
  of loss resonated deeply with readers.  SAD 

423  Stringent   Strict, precise, and exacting  The stringent rules imposed by
  the publisher stifled the writer’s creativity.  TOUGH 

424  Sordid   Involving immoral or dishonourable actions
  and motives 

The novel explored the sordid
  underbelly of urban life with unflinching realism.  UNPLEASANT

425  Mastery   Control or superiority over someone or
  something 

His mastery of poetic form
  allowed him to breathe new life into traditional structures.  AUTHORITY 

426  Fragrance   A pleasant, sweet smell  The fragrance of old books in
  the library evoked a sense of nostalgia in the young scholar.  AROMA 

427  Dissuade   Persuade (someone) not to take a particular
  course of action 

No amount of criticism could
  dissuade her from pursuing her avant-garde literary experiments,

which defied
  conventional narrative forms.

 DISCOURAGE 

428  Mentor   An experienced and trusted adviser 
Under the guidance of her

  mentor, she honed her craft, transforming raw talent into a refined skill
  that would later define her career.

 GUIDE 

429  Yardstick   A standard used for comparison 

The yardstick by which success
  is measured varies greatly across cultures, reflecting differing values

and
  priorities.

 STANDARD 

430  Hurdle   A problem or difficulty that must be
  overcome 

The greatest hurdle in
  translating classical poetry lies in preserving both its meaning and

  musicality.
 OBSTACLE 
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431  Trauma   A deeply distressing or disturbing
  experience 

The protagonist in the novel
  struggled to overcome the psychological trauma inflicted by his wartime

  experiences.
 EMOTIONAL SHOCK 

432  Transient   Lasting only for a short time  The transient nature of literary
  fame is a recurring theme in the memoirs of forgotten authors.  TRANSITORY 

433  Benevolent   A person who is serving a charitable rather
  than a profit making purpose 

The benevolent patron ensured
  that struggling poets had the means to continue their craft.  KIND

434  Premonition   A strong feeling that something is about to
  happen, especially something unpleasant 

A sense of premonition gripped
  her as she approached the old house, though she could not explain the

unease
  that settled in her chest.

 FOREWARNING

435  Itinerant   A person who travels from place to
  place 

The itinerant musician travelled
  from town to town, his melodies weaving stories of distant lands and

  forgotten times.
WANDERER

436  Adequate   Satisfactory or acceptable in quality or
  quantity 

The biography, while adequate in
  its coverage of facts, failed to capture the essence of the writer’s genius.  ENOUGH 

437  Atrocity   An extremely wicked or cruel act, typically
  one involving physical violence or injury 

The historian documented the
  atrocities committed during the colonial era with painstaking accuracy.  AFFRONT

438  Menace   A person or thing that is likely to cause
  harm; a threat or danger

The dark clouds gathering on the
  horizon were a menacing portent of the storm to come, prompting the

villagers
  to seek shelter.

 THREAT 

439  Gruesome   Causing repulsion or horror  The novel’s gruesome depictions
  of war serve as an unflinching condemnation of human brutality.  HIDEOUS 

440  Condone   Approve or sanction (something), especially
  with reluctance 

While the novel critiques
  societal hypocrisy, it does not condone the morally dubious actions of its

  anti-hero.
 OVERLOOK 
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441  Anguished   Experiencing or expressing severe mental or
  physical pain or suffering

The anguished letters exchanged
  between the lovers form the emotional core of the novel. SORROWFUL

442  Conservation   The action of conserving something 
The conservation of ancient

  manuscripts is crucial to preserving the intellectual heritage of past
  civilizations.

 PRESERVATION 

443  Spirited   Full of energy, enthusiasm, and
  determination 

The spirited debates between the
  two literary scholars became legendary.  ARDENT 

444  Insipid   Lacking flavor  The novel’s insipid dialogue
  drained the characters of any real depth.  BLAND 

445  Hurdle   A problem or difficulty that must be
  overcome 

The final hurdle in the race was
  the most challenging, testing the athletes' endurance and resolve as

they
  pushed themselves to the limit.

 OBSTACLE 

446  Mastery   Control or superiority over someone or
  something 

His mastery of language was
  evident in every meticulously crafted sentence.  AUTHORITY 

447  Integration   The action or process of integrating  The novel explores the
  protagonist’s struggle for cultural integration in a foreign land.  UNITY 

448  Defer   Put off (an action or event) to a later
  time 

The decision on the
  controversial manuscript was deferred until the editorial board could

reach a
  unanimous consensus on its publication.

 POSTPONE 

449  Conjurer   A performer of conjuring tricks 
The novelist, like a literary

  conjurer, wove together disparate threads to create a spellbinding
narrative.

 MAGICIAN 

450  Incessantly   Without interruption 

The child's incessant
  questioning, though exhausting, revealed a curious mind eager to

understand
  the world.

 CONTINOUSLY 
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451  Yearn 
 Have an intense feeling of longing for

  something, typically something that one has lost or been separated
from 

The protagonist yearns for a
  past that exists only in fragments of memory.  TO CRAVE

452  Pacific   Peaceful in character or intent  His pacific temperament made him
  an unlikely yet effective mediator in literary feuds.  PEACEFUL 

453  Rectify   Put right  The editor was tasked with
  rectifying the manuscript's inconsistencies before its final publication.  CORRECT 

454  Meek   Quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on  Though meek in his personal
  interactions, his writing displayed remarkable boldness.  SUBMISSIVE 

455  Pious   Devoutly religious 

Despite his outwardly pious
  demeanour, the cleric’s writings revealed a deeply sceptical and

questioning
  mind, grappling with the very tenets of faith he professed.

 RELIGIOUS 

456  Engross   Absorb all the attention or interest of 
The intricate layers of the

  novel engross the reader, pulling them deeper into its labyrinthine
  narrative.

 ABSORB 

457  Canny   Having or showing shrewdness and good
  judgement, especially in money or business matters 

A canny negotiator, the
  publisher secured the rights to the manuscript at a fraction of its worth.  CLEVER

458  Occult   Mystical, supernatural, or magical powers,
  practices, or phenomena

The occult practices of the
  ancient cult, shrouded in mystery and ritual, fascinated scholars and

  sceptics alike.
 SUPERNATURAL

459  Allure   The quality of being powerfully and
  mysteriously attractive or fascinating 

The allure of forbidden
  knowledge is a recurring theme in gothic literature, often leading

  protagonists to their downfall.
 TEMPT 

460  Knack   An acquired or natural skill at doing
  something 

She had a knack for turning even
  the most mundane tasks into opportunities for creativity and innovation.  DEXTERITY 
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461  Supersede   Take the place of (a person or thing ly in
  authority or use) 

The new generation of poets
  sought to supersede traditional forms with more experimental techniques.  REPLACE

462  Disease 

 A disorder of structure or function in a
  human, animal, or plant, especially one that produces specific symptoms or

  that affects a specific location and is not simply a direct result of
  physical injury 

The novel’s central metaphor
  equates moral corruption with an incurable disease, slowly eroding the very

  fabric of civilisation.
 ILLNESS

463  Aberration  A departure from what is normal,
  usual, or expected, typically an unwelcome one 

The sudden shift in narrative
  style seemed an aberration until its significance was revealed in the novel’s

  final chapter.
 DEVIATION

464  Irascible   Having or showing a tendency to be easily
  angered 

The irascible critic was known
  for his scathing reviews and refusal to indulge mediocrity.  IRRITABLE 

465  Tribulation   A cause of great trouble or suffering  The protagonist endures
  tribulations that test not only his resolve but also his moral compass.  SUFFERING 

466  Cantankerous   Bad tempered, argumentative, and
  uncooperative 

The cantankerous professor,
  though feared for his sharp tongue, was deeply respected for his scholarship.  QUARRELSOME 

467  Accede   Agree to a demand, request, or treaty 
Reluctantly, the king agreed to

  accede to the demands of his subjects, recognising that his reign depended on
  their goodwill.

 CONSENT 

468  Tremendous   Very great in amount, scale, or
  intensity 

The novel had a tremendous
  impact on the literary landscape of the time.  REMARKABLE 

469  Toxic   Poisonous 
The toxic atmosphere in the

  workplace, rife with gossip and mistrust, took a toll on the employees'
  morale and productivity.

 POISONOUS 

470  Garble   Reproduce (a message, sound, or
  transmission) in a confused and distorted way 

His hurried notes were so
  garbled that even he struggled to decipher them later.  CONFUSE
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471  Restive   Unable to remain still, silent, or
  submissive, especially because of boredom or dissatisfaction 

The restive crowd grew
  increasingly impatient, their murmurs of discontent escalating into shouts of

  protest.
 RESTLESS

472  Quiver 
 Tremble or shake with a slight rapid motion

  /  a slight trembling movement or
  sound, especially one caused by a sudden strong emotion 

A quiver of anticipation ran
  through the audience as the curtains slowly rose, revealing the stage set for

  the evening's performance.
 TREMBLE

473  Hard   With a great deal of effort  The hard truths embedded within
  the novel force the reader to question their own moral assumptions.  DIFFICULT 

474  Regard   Best wishes  She held Chekhov in high regard,
  often citing his influence on her minimalist writing style.  RESPECT 

475  Cease   Come or bring to an end  The poet vowed never to cease
  his pursuit of truth through verse.  STOP 

476  Liability   The state of being legally responsible for
  something 

His inability to adapt to modern
  literary trends became a liability in his career.  DEBT 

477  Relish   Great enjoyment  He took great relish in
  dissecting the works of modernist poets, uncovering hidden layers of meaning.  ENJOY 

478  Obstreperous   Noisy and difficult to control 
The obstreperous students in the

  lecture hall refused to be silenced, their impassioned debates echoing
  through the corridors.

 UNRULY 

479  Abundant   Existing or available in large
  quantities 

The library contained an
  abundant collection of rare manuscripts.  PLENTIFUL 

480  Rout   Defeat and cause to retreat in disorder  The army’s humiliating rout was
  immortalised in a tragic epic that captured the futility of war.  DEFEAT 
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481  Retaliate   Make an attack in return for a similar
  attack 

Rather than retaliate against
  his harshest critics, he let his work speak for itself.  AVENGE 

482  Ameliorate   Make (something bad or unsatisfactory)
  better 

The editor’s careful revisions
  served to ameliorate the novel’s initial structural weaknesses, resulting in

  a masterpiece.
 IMPROVE 

483  Debacle   A sudden and ignominious failure 
The theatrical adaptation of the

  novel was such a debacle that critics struggled to find words to describe its
  failure.

 DOWNFALL 

484  Flair   A special or instinctive aptitude or ability
  for doing something well 

His natural flair for
  storytelling made even the most mundane events seem extraordinary.  TALENT 

485  Deny   State that one refuses to admit the truth or
  existence of 

The philosopher vehemently
  denied the accusations of intellectual plagiarism, asserting that his

  theories were the product of years of rigorous study.
 REFUSE 

486  Repeated   Done or occurring again several times in the
  same way 

The novel’s repeated motifs of
  exile and return underscore its meditation on belonging.  REITERATED 

487  Appraise   Assess the value or quality of 
The critic sought to appraise

  the novel not merely on its literary merit but also on its socio-political
  significance.

 JUDGE 

488  Penchant   A strong or habitual liking for something or
  tendency to do something 

She had a penchant for writing
  stories that blurred the line between reality and myth.  LIKING 

489  Apposite   Appropriate in the circumstances or in
  relation to something 

His apposite remark during the
  debate not only clarified the issue but also shifted the momentum in his

  favour.
 APPROPRIATE 

490  Anguish   Severe mental or physical pain or
  suffering 

The protagonist’s inner anguish
  is subtly woven into the narrative, manifesting in cryptic diary entries and

  fragmented recollections.
 AGONY 
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491  Intrepid   Resolutely fearless 
The intrepid explorer ventured

  into the uncharted jungle, undeterred by the perils that lay ahead, driven by
  an insatiable thirst for discovery.

 FEARLESS 

492  Gloomy   Dark or poorly lit, especially so as to
  appear depressing or frightening 

The gloomy atmosphere of the
  novel reflects the protagonist’s existential despair.  MURKY 

493  Veracity   Conformity to facts  The veracity of his claims was
  called into question, as inconsistencies in his story began to emerge.  TRUTH 

494  Essential   Absolutely necessary 
A profound understanding of

  historical context is essential to any nuanced interpretation of classical
  literature.

 VITAL 

495  Indict   Formally accuse of or charge with a
  crime 

The novel serves as an implicit
  indictment of unchecked political power.  CHARGE 

496  Sombre   Dark or dull in colour or tone 
The sombre tones of the painting

  evoked a sense of melancholy, capturing the artist's introspection and
  longing.

 GLOOMY 

497  Antipathy   A deep seated feeling of aversion 
His antipathy towards the

  proposal was evident in his scathing critique, as he dismantled its arguments
  with ruthless precision.

 DISLIKE 

498  Petition 

 A formal written request, typically one
  signed by many people, appealing to authority in

respect of a particular
  cause 

A petition to preserve the
  author’s childhood home was signed by thousands of devoted readers.  APPEAL

499  Doleful   Expressing sorrow; mournful 
The doleful melody of the violin

  echoed through the empty hall, evoking a profound sense of loss and longing
  in all who listened.

 MOURNFUL 

500  Beautiful   Pleasing the senses or mind
  aesthetically 

The beautiful prose of the
  novel, rich in metaphor and lyrical elegance, transported readers to a world

  of unparalleled emotional depth.
 HANDSOME 
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